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“When stereotypes are purported by the news media, they influence how the public
perceives young people. They influence the policies made (or not made) for young
people, and importantly, they influence young people’s perception of themselves.”
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A report from Foundation for Young Australians
revealed that young_people's voices are largely
absent and often stereotyped in news coverage,

stories, or headlines (FYA, 2020).

% % 1%

of mentions about of _COVETage of articles that
young people were used stereotypes identified by mentioned on
the report, including
inthe body copy (FYA, were
2020). (FYA, 2020). (FYA, 2020).
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5%

believe that news media

of youth crime-related

organisations have In QLD were found to
what the lives of young people he (Riddle, S. et al..
their age are like (Notley et al. 9023)

2020)
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Negative medla coverage has real-world consequences

Barriers

PREVENT
NAP‘ AN CHILD ABUSE
& NEGLECT



Negative media coverage nhas real-world consequences

x> Neoative portrayals in media: :
m 1.Reinforce Harmful Stereotypes

2.Lead to Public Distrust of Young People

3.Fuel Discrimination

4.Limit Social and Economic Opportunities
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What Detriment

Harmful and unethical reporting is

A national youth-led campaign. : :
detrimental to youth & greater society.

About

How our youth are being detrimentally
misrepresented in the media.
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1007 Young...

DRAFT compilation of some of the young people's message to the media
| |

people across Australia are leading a powerful
shift in how youth are represented in the
media.

They speak for themselves
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In fair, respectful media
coverage that centres
young voices and equips
journalists to report
ethically and with care.

young people are too often
portrayed unfairly in the
media, in ways that
overlook their diversity,
strength, and lived
experience.
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e are sharing 100 positive stories from
100 young people;

e building media
practices that support
young people.

e challenging harmful
stereotypes.

e promoting NAPCAN'’s Media
Guidelines;

e and launching a national journalism
award to encourage positive
reporting.
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e a shift in public conversation;

e young people seeing themselves
fairly reflected in media;

e better tools for journalists;

e and a culture of reporting that
upholds the dignity and rights of
children and young people
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e These guidelines are an evidence-based,
practical toolkit for journos.

e They have served as a guiding framework
for how NYSO has approached the
Interviews.

e The guide will support the campaign’s call
for journalists and media outlets to adopt
ethical, strengths-based practices when

Launched in Parliament in engaging with children and young people.

000000 2024, and designed in the
For journalists, editors, writers and content - -
crators who wan to help createbettr ves Northern Territory in collab

for all children.

with experts and young
people.

NAPCAN &g

Copyright © National Association for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect ("NAPCAN") - 2025. All rights reserved; any copying, transmittal or disclosure subject to NAPCAN's written approval. N APCAN EE'?;EE.E%%“


https://www.napcan.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Message-Guide-Youth-Justice-2.pdf
https://www.napcan.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Message-Guide-Child-Abuse-Neglect-1.pdf
https://www.napcan.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Message-Guide-Our-Children-and-Young-People-2.pdf
https://www.napcan.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/MediaGuide_NAPCAN_2024_v2.pdf

The Walkley Foundation is the custodian of quality Australian journalism. As a
charitable foundation steeped in the craft of journalistic excellence, they work
iIndependently with all media organisations and selected partners to encourage and
support journalism of the highest standard. Now in their 70th year, the annual

Walkley Awards, first presented in 1956, is a hational high water mark for excellence
and ethical practice.

NAPCAN wishes to partner with the Walkey Foundation to create a journalism
award for at least 3 years. This would be another stage of the campaign to properly
iIncentivise better, fairer and ethical journalism.

This partnership is still to be confirmed.
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The National Association for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect
(NAPCAN) is a leading national organisation dedicated to ensuring
all children and young people in Australia are safe and supported.

We focus on the prevention of child abuse and neglect, with a strong
emphasis on addressing domestic and family violence and

upholding the rights of children and young people.

Through partnerships with communirties, organisations, and all
levels of government, we deliver impactful national campaigns,
evidence-informed programs, and advocacy that drives lasting

change.
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